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Treasurer David Perez, Director Carl Bennitt,
Director John Byers, Director Carl Erb, Direc-
tor Tom Hoffman, and Director Howard Welch.

Mr. Speaker, it is with pride that I ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating the city
of Industry on the 40th anniversary of its incor-
poration and sending our best wishes to the
residents and businesses of the city of Indus-
try for many more years of continued growth
and prosperity.
f
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Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the University of Mississippi Concert
Singers who won their fourth international cho-
ral title in May in competition in Varna, Bul-
garia. The Ole Miss Concert Singers were the
only group representing the United States in
the competition, which included 21 choirs from
11 countries.

In addition to winning the grand prize, a
panel of international judges also gave the
group a first place prize in the chamber choir
category, first place in the mixed choir cat-
egory, and a special award for the most inno-
vative music interpretations.

Taking the top award in this event also
qualified the group to participate in the Euro-
pean Grand Prize competition to be held in
Italy in July 1998.

Mr. Speaker, the young men and women in
this extraordinary group an their director, Dr.
Jerry Jordan, deserve high praise for their ac-
complishments. I am placing in the RECORD a
press release from the University of Mis-
sissippi which details the recent success this
group has had in international competition.

OLE MISS CONCERT SINGERS WOW JUDGES,
CAPTURE INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

UNIVERSITY MS.—The University of Mis-
sissippi Concert Singers have done it again.

The choir won its fourth international cho-
ral title, this time in Varna, Bulgaria, at the
International May Choir Competition.

The Ole Miss choir, the only group rep-
resenting the United States, wowed judges as
they sang music in seven languages from a
number of musical periods and competed
against 21 choirs from 11 countries, including
Italy, Portugal, Russia and the Ukraine. The
competition was the conclusion to the 48-
member choir’s two-week, five-country tour.

A panel of international judges awarded
the singers three awards in addition to the
Grand Prize. The choir placed first in the
chamber choir category, first in the mixed
choir category (men and women) and was
awarded a special prize given by the judges
for the first time for the most innovative
musical interpretations.

‘‘I am measurably proud of our students
and for the University that we won one of
the top six choral competitions in the
world,’’ said Dr. Jerry Jordan, director of the
Concert Singers and director of Choral Pro-
grams at Ole Miss. ‘‘We may come from the
poorest state in the Union, but it is tremen-
dously gratifying to have the world’s top au-
thorities in choral music judge our Southern
guys and gals as the best choral singers in
world competition. We hope to continue to

keep the strong choral tradition going here
at Ole Miss.’’

The Varna win qualifies Concert Singers to
compete in the European Grand Prize in
Gorizia, Italy, in July 1998. The Grand Prize,
the world’s most prestigious choral competi-
tion for nonprofessionals, is widely recog-
nized as the litmus test for the best singers
in the world.

Concert Singers competed for the Grand
Prize in 1995 as one of the winners of the six
top international competitions and tied for
top honors with the Japanese choir. The
competition was held in Arezzo, Italy.

Concert Singer Delilah Martineau of Lou-
isville said the competition in Varna was a
test of the group’s talents, skills and stam-
ina.

‘‘I came to win and no less,’’ she said.
‘‘However, to win we had to reach down deep-
er inside than we ever had and experience
the music. ‘‘We had to live through each
note. It was one of the most awesome musi-
cal experiences I have ever had.’’

Martineau’s feelings were shared by a num-
ber of the singers. Chalis Pomeroy of Dickin-
son, ND, said singing on an international
level was a rewarding experience.

‘‘Being able to perform music at a quality
level fit for the international stage is a fan-
tastic feeling. Winning with that music is
even better,’’ she said.

But the trip was not just about winning,
said singer Shannon Quon of Moorhead.

He said the best part about the competi-
tion and the trip in general was ‘‘seeing that
no matter what nationality we are, what lan-
guage we speak or how wealthy or poor we
are we can all come together and enjoy good
music. It is amazing to see how we can touch
so many people through our music.’’

The trip had a particular sentimental at-
tachment for Jordan, who met Istvan
Parkai, a specialist in Hungarian music
whose choral direction Jordan has admired
for 25 years.

‘‘Twenty five years ago I bought some re-
cordings of Hungarian choirs and they have
been my favorites,’’ Jordan said. ‘‘He was the
person I was most honored to meet on this
trip because I found that he was the director
for some of those recordings I had admired
for so long.’’

Parkai was one of the judges at the com-
petition and cried during the Concert Sing-
ers’ rendition of a Hungarian piece. Follow-
ing the performance Parkai said he was
touched by the choir’s expression during the
song.

‘‘It was as if they were understanding not
just each phrase, but every word. I have rare-
ly heard it sung with such expression and de-
tail from even a Hungarian choir,’’ he said.

The cultural experiences during the 14-day
trip brought to life many of the differences
between European and North American life.
Brian Wells of Vicksburg said, ‘‘The Euro-
peans’ love for music is one of a kind.

‘‘We did not have to wait for the competi-
tion to be around people who appreciated
music,’’ he said. ‘‘The Europeans loved and
respected us on the streets, in the airports,
in the hotels, churches and anywhere we
sang.’’

The choir is no stranger to success. In 1994,
the Ole Miss Concert Singers captured the
top five awards in Tours, France, where they
competed against 30 choirs from 17 countries
to win the judge’s choice for best overall
choir and the audience’s top choice, among
other awards.

Choir members also garnered the audi-
ence’s award at the same competition in
1989, and they won the Chester Music Fes-
tival in Chester, England, in 1984. Other per-
formances have included those at the Vati-
can, Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall.

Jordan has played a significant role in the
choir’s success and was named one of the 10

most highly recommended choral clinicians
in the United States in a national survey
conducted by the American Choral Directors
Association. He has directed the choir for
the past 17 years and made his New York
City debut in Lincoln Center with the Amer-
ican Symphony Orchestra in 1988. Jordan is
regularly featured as a guest conductor at
Carnegie Hall.
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Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, it is with a

heavy heart that I inform you and our col-
leagues of the passing of my good friend,
Robert C. McEwen of Ogdensburg, NY, on
Sunday, June 15. Bob McEwen served as a
Member of the House of Representatives from
northern New York from 1965 until 1980. Prior
to that, he served as a member of the New
York State senate for 11 years. Elected to the
89th Congress, Bob McEwen first served on
the Committee on Public Works and the Com-
mittee on House Administration. As he gained
seniority, he served with distinction as a mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropriations. At the
time of his retirement, he served as the rank-
ing minority member of its Subcommittee on
Military Construction.

Bob McEwen was not the kind of man who
could easily retire from public service, how-
ever. President Ronald Reagan called him
back into public service in 1981, appointing
him to serve as the U.S. chairman of the Inter-
national Joint Commission, an assignment he
undertook with enthusiasm.

I feel privileged to have occupied his seat in
the New York State senate and am honored to
represent today the district which he served
with such distinction for so many years. Bob
McEwen served in elected office for three
quarters of his adult life and never lost an
election. In making his retirement announce-
ment in 1980, Bob McEwen said, ‘‘Serving in
an elected office is more than a way of mak-
ing a living, it is a way of life.’’ He dedicated
his life to public service and exemplified the
very best traditions of this institution. He is
survived by his wife, Peg, and two daughters,
Mrs. Nancy McEwen Wax of Easton, CT, and
Mrs. Mary McEwen Fitzpatrick of
Lawrenceville, NJ.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that three
members of Bob McEwen’s original staff are
still serving his North Country Congressional
District as members of my staff, Cary R. Brick,
my chief of staff; Miss Donna M. Bell, my ad-
ministrative secretary, and Mrs. Joann Ellis
Humphries, my caseworker and office man-
ager, all served Bob McEwen with distinction
and join me in expressing our most sincere
sympathies to the McEwen family.

Mr. Brick delivered a eulogy for Bob
McEwen at the interment service which was
held on Friday in Ogdensburg. It spoke elo-
quently of the high regard in which he was
held by all of those who were privileged to
know him. Mr. Brick’s remarks follow:

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT C. MCEWEN

(By Cary R. Brick)
Thirty-seven days ago, many of us gath-

ered at the Robert C. McEwen Customs

VerDate 20-MAY-97 08:20 Jun 24, 1997 Jkt 039061 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\CRI\E23JN7.REC e23jn1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-19T11:46:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




